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* 1 gn it a herd lack to weite on Tych 2 i Jaefot 1 1 
I jeg, it cannot be imagined. but your PAS 8 5 1 \ 
be abyodanily, harder, who, feel ouet, and 8 
” what is bete Wiitten. Could 1 tell bon to, Kamin- 1 | 
& Mer counſels, and comforts. to you: without: ene >. 15 — 
0 rating, your ſorrows, L would certainly take thag, way | 4 
| da ſeeing the one. (in this caſs). gannot de dene 3 
without the, other, it is our duty to ſubmit, $9,the «A 


— method, providenee hag: preſcribed to us. 29 POT 
* The deßgu of the enſuing. diſgo do eines 
he truth, of what ſeems a very 1 to-maſk /. 
wem namely, that the .adiQions. of, the, faiuts: Ap 
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6 Ide Epiſtle Ber 
angels cannot lay one cireumſtance of their conditi tis. 
on (how. uneaſy. ſoever it leems+to..be) better, or 


more to their advantage than God has laid it. I 7 


* * 


attempt not by a flouriſh of rhetoric, to perſuade 


you againſt the demonſt:ations,you can fetch from 
ſenſe and feeling to the contrary, but to overthro 


the falſe reaſonings. of fleſh and ſenſe, by. the + 
lowed rules of ſeripture, mg, ſure. principles gf,» 
And methinks you, and every chriſtian, "outs 


_ 
gladly entertain that comfortable concluſion when 


Jou ſhall find the foundation of it as. tkrong.as the 


1 influences thereof ate ſweet and comfortable. 


Certainly, Madam, the intent of the 1 ; 


" undertaking: was not to purchaſe for his people 
riches, eaſe, and pleaſures. on earth; but to morti- 


fy their luſts, heal their natures, and fpiritualige 


1 their affections; and thereby to fit, them for the e- 
ternal fruition of God. Upon this ſuppolition the 


truth of this concluſion (how ſtrange ſoevet it ſeems) 
is firmly built. | Et l 
It was not Aber vine dicedions, that the «FF " 


Jea of the enfuing diſcourſe Was as pettiuent, ax 
 feaſonably, recommended! to me by your dear thuk 
"band; in the day of your ſorrows for your only "foi. 
| He took, I hope, his portion of comfort out of - 
eder he died, aud it is now left as 2 ſpring of. © 
_ <<bnmifort to W whe 1 then mourned with. Mm * 
e e e ae ee e Th. 


Heavy preffures call for firong nne and keine. 5 


ing ſeafons for rich cordials. Tour burthen is in- 
"deed heavy; yet I muſt ſay it is much our on fault 
our butthens are fo heavy as we feel them to beg for 


dero to the — of our alight in, anch ene 
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5 The pile Deters „„ 
i _peQation. from. the creature, is our forco and diſh . 
„ Sppointmetit when we part from it. The AE: 
les are always followed with the loweſt zbbs: f | 
find temperanee and patience kuit together i in b 
© - "Fame precept, and intemperande ang impatience as 
35 Anſeparably connecded in our: own experience. It max 
pe de did not ſuſpeFourſe]ves of any ſinful exceſs 
3 the time of their enjoyment; but it now appears 
- "the creature was gotten deeper into our theatts than 
Ve imsgined, by the pain we feel at parting;, Did we- 
- not leah too hard:upon it, there would not be fuck: 
gil thakings as we feel! when it is Aipt from us. 
5 But, Madam, it is high time to regal your 
125 bs and, bound your | ſarrows,, which, the fob 
bo N N conſiderations would greatly aſſiſt ou in- 
Ke What is the very ground and reaſon. of our 
Pp el ſorraws for the loſs of earthly-gomforts?, = 
Is it not this, that they arg periſhing and tranfipry2, | 
That is, that you find them to be as God, mage them 
And can we expect that Gad ſhould alter the laws; | 
ef nature to pleaſe and humour us 7 It is as natural 
| tour relations. to die, 3s it is-for dharma wither, = 
ot the moon to wane, |, |. . 
* 2, That there is 00 nee . 
twixt theſe things and our comfort, that ne,” 
God remopes the one, he mult. needs temove the o. 
ther with it. Chriſt and comfort are indęed ſo united, bi 
but nothitig beſide him is or can be ſo. I hope you 
vill morty experience the-truth of this copgluGan,!. 
by the comforts God will give von in the — 


of thoſe comfarts vou have loſt, .. Cap, you ggf mow _ 4 | 


Y 5 have as free acgeſs to God as before 55 Vea, de, het 1 
wee reay, aſlictions ſend you often inte this be, 

dnss 7 Aud if lay <6 n * | 4 
5 * 52 8 . 8 A 3 85 oy 2 2 


3 
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ö days of diſtreſs he ufes fo meet his people) adn it 
wWoill be evident to yon that your joy and comfort 
lives, though your ae and children * 10 in 
their graves. T ab 
3. That the removing wy your eankly: 4oidfars; 
hindets not but that you may ſtill purſue the great! 1 
; end- and buſineſs off your fez and catry on all vonft 
designs for heaven 5s ſucceſsfully as ever. | Indeed). 
Madam, had we been ſent into- this world to raiſe. 
eeſtates, contract relations, and then ſit down; in the 
midſt of them as our portion, then our deßgn had 
been utterly. daſfied and diſappointed; but you; know | 
this is not your main end, or great buſineſs. upon 
earth, but to honour God by an holy, fruitful life 
| here, and make ready for the full enjoyment of him 
| Hereafter. And what hinders but you may-as proſe 
perouſly manage and carry on this your deſign as 
_ ever?- You do not think tlie traveller is diſabled 
for his journey, becauſe he has fewer clogs and hin- 
Adrtances than before. I think few chriſtians find 
* much furtherance beaver» ward by their multiplicity . 
of engagements or enjoyments.in this world. Tour 
cares and fears about theſe: things, will not lie in 2 
7 narrower: compaſs than they did before, and thereby 
you may have your thoughts more about you, to at- 
rend the great concerns * GoB's glory, and Lat 
own ſalvation. © 
4. But above all, you will erte nd your re- 
* ef and conſolation to lie in the everlaſting cove- 
| nant of God. Thence'it was, that David- fetched 
bis fupport under a much heavier burden and ſmarts | 
er rod than yours z for your relations were ſuch as, 
gave you comfort in their lives, and left you many 
ee * * zu their e Ins his were taken 
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0 . The Epiſkie Dedicatorye 
|| away in their fins. But though the grounds of his 
forrow (bleſſed be God) are not yours, yet I hope- 
the groungs- of bis comfort in the. text are 7 
oute, * BELLE 4 
| _e4iconfefs 1 have prepared theſe things in too e 
Hhaſte and diſtraction of thoughts, which in this 
1 jonctute was unavoidable; nor have l beſtowed much 
\ _ oftart'or. language upon them: and if I had, they 1 

- would have been never the more effectual to- our 
relief for that But fuch as they are, I humbly pre- 
ſent ie e you; with my hearty-prayers, that Gd i 
| wouldimake chem 4 ſovereign dalm, py the bleſſing 
of bis Spirit on them to your wounded ſpirit, and: WM 
to all other godiy families groaning under the like 
| © Rrokeg of r e venus, e eee | 
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i Although my 4 be not /o with God; yet BY JA n 
made with me an everlaſting covenants, ordered 
iin all things and ſure: fur ibis it all my. ſal» 
N "vation, « _ all 2 defpre, gy : 
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1 ESE ae part of David's laſt words. The 
laſt words of dying ſaints, but eſpecially 66 
11 vl prophets, are ponderous, memorable, and ex - 
traotdinarily remarkable; and ſuch: are theſe acknow-- 
| ledyged to be, by all expoſitors: It is a golden ſens 
_ tence:aidivine oraele, fit to be the laſt words of Eves" 
1 mon ſaints as 
They are called his laſt words, not fimply, and. 
Alas, u. though he breathed them forth with. 
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3 his laſt breath; (for he ſpake many things. be, 7 

| wards) but either they are the laſt he babe 4 7 

| tz by- divife YT bec d 1 
| them often in His mouth, to fa and. dying Ao 


Fl 


They were his Epicedium, his ſweet ſwanslike ſong, 4 
in which his foul found ſingular Aeireſhment, and — 
| Rrong ſuppo t, amidſt the manifdid afflictions of! 
bis life, and pet the fears of his approzctifugy — 
„ yo 
P The whole lager i. dedgadd fork Eordaſoor 
honourable cloſe of the life of, David, and Zives us 
| an account both of the worthy expreſſions that drop · 
ped from him, and of the renowned worthies that © 
| were employed by him: But all the heroic atchieves | 
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j ments recorded to the honour of their memoties in. 9 

i che following patt of the chaptery hard triviaBand u.. 
| glorious things, compared CGith this divine ſentence, wr 
kecorded in my text; in which we bars, two n 9 + 
| FT to wes vie. ts ooo ly Gi andre 1 

* 15 1% The 3 which Arabic FOI he her We, 
1 = The N n Werren fer is excceding eighty. N 
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1. In bs preface, we Aa both the inGramenial: Ag 
 . and principal efficient eauſe of this divine feutence -: \ 
} 3 diſtinctly ſet W Wen K heres W en e l 
3 et! it} verſg a, d e e e ala Nee 
be auen vx wee e mY "4 
”, was David; deſcribed by his defcenvortigeagepfabe 
7 ſon of Jeſſe; by his eminent ſtation, the mah than. 
es raiſed up on high, e ven to the top aud culmi⸗ Ki 
- nating point of civik. and ſpiritual dignity! and ee 
nour, both as a king and as a prophet;; e 3 
unions. if The ie e 1 
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5 vd by: the flowing ſweetneſs of his” wit, and 
ile, in the divine pſalms that were penned by him, 
__ whehtee he here gets the title of © The Tweet Pſalmift 
of frac, the (Wane one, 10 the PINE of Ifratd, . 
i ſome read it. e 
Fine principal efficient: cans e this ann 
8 Paſſage, i is here likewiſe” noted, and all to commend 
it ine mote to out ſpecial obſervation and accep- 
tance „ *The Spitit of God ſpake by me, and his 
word was in my tongue“ This ſtamps my text ex- 
preſsly with djvine authority. © The Spirit of God 
ſpake by David, he was not the author; but only the 
ſeribe of it. „Thus the ſud. diſcourſe:is en 
ä Let us neut fee, wel ks 
2. The Matter or tien nlelf, her 10 we ban 
aan the-naxims, and general roles of ' government 
preſcribed,” and the fehicity- of ſuch 2 government 
__ <legantly defcribed.' He that ruleth ovet men mate. - 
be juſt, ruling in the feat of God? Princes being 
in God's place, muſt exalt the righteouſneſs: of God, 
zin the government of menz and hen they do fog 
* Hey. wan be as the ligut of the morning When tbe 
dan nerd, even a morning without elende, e. What 
| baleyon! days (hall that happy people fee, * whoſe „ 
r caſt ite ſuch times and places Al this is typioals 
ty ſpoken, of David, and thole piqus ptinces whe! 
! ſu. ceeded him; but myſtically ang eminently points 
1 Chriſt, who was to riſe dut of David's feed, Rm. 
1 5. 3, and te KO apon his throne, Acts l. 30 0 - Wl 
| © #hat in this he was ay OY on. high, to an eminency 1 
| Sb glory ang dignity indeed; he was ſo in -his ori- 
naty natuealſecd;- a royal race, deriving ixſelf from 
bim, aud fitting upon the throne in a lineal ſueteſ- 
; hs til 35 ee, eee which” e 9 
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*” The Balm of. the Hh ij 
Four hundred and thirty years. And after. that, the 
Jews, had governors of bis line, at leaſt, rightful. \ 
-beigs to that crown, till the promiſed. Meſſiah. came. 
But that which was the top of David's s honour, the, 
moſt ſparkling jewel in his crown, was this that the 
Lord Jeſus. was to deſcend from him, according to 
| the fleſh, in whom all the glorious charaQers, before 
| given ſhould not only be exactly anſwered, - bug, — 
| bundantly ececded. And, thus you find the natu- 
„ ral line of the Meſſiah is drawn down. by. Matthew, 
* from David to tbe virgin ! Mary, Matth, i. And his, 
legal line by Luke, from David. to Jolephs. his ſup» 
poſed father, %%% nat nos ͤęůʃ² 1 
- Now though the inuſtrious molly 50 chere dee ö 
ol ſuch a righteous, ſe rene, and happy goverument, did 
not fully agree to this day, nor would. do. ſg in the 
reigns of his ordinary, natural ſuccethors, his day was. 
not without many. clouds both of hg and wrouble yet | 
ſuch, a bleſſed day be foreſaw aud rejoiced in, When 
Chriſt, the extraordinary ſeed of David, ſhould ariſe, 
and ſet up his kingdom in the world, and with the 
expectation thereof, he greatly : chears and encourages 
himſelf. Although my houſe be not ſo with Goc, | 
yet hath he made with me an everlaſting, covenant,” 
ccc. In which words four e are Lee iq _. | 
enable. / v 
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* The glorious. Properties of this, covenant; fd | 
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WA The high eſteem and dear regard, his houſe bad. 
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1 * Hire is David's ſad and meufnfal conceſſion = 
. Of the-evils of his houſe, both moral and penall 
. Exlthsugh my houſe be not ſo with God, i. ©, nei- 
tber ſo holy, ner ſo happy; as this deſcription of a 
- Agbreous and flouriſhing government impottss alas 
.. anſwers not to it: for though he was eminent 
for zödlinefs himſelf, and had ſolemnly dedicated 
Fi fob to God, Fſalm' xxx. as loon as it was built, 
yes thougb he piouſly reſolved to walk in the mid(t 
of it with a per fe heart, and not to ſuffer an im- 
moral perſon! within his walls; yet great miſcarrts _ 
« ages were found even in David's houſe, and perfon, 
Which God chaſtiſed him for by a thick ſucce ſſion of 
ſharp and ſore zſllictions, Pſalm ci. 2, 3, 4, * 14... 
5 Tamar was defiled by ber brother Ammon, 
2 Sam. xili. 13. Amnon was barbarouſly murders 
ed tbereũpon, 57 the ©advice of Abſalom, 2 8am 
ki. 12. Abſalom unnaturally rebels agaiuſt his 
father David, and drives him out of the royal city, 
and periſhes in that rebellion, 2 Sam. XV. 1. Then 
5 ab, another dafling ſon, 'graſps at the crown” 
| fled by David upon Solomon,” and periſhes for 
: that his uſufpation, 1 Kings ij." "256" O hat a heap , - 
* of miſchiefs and talamities did this good man live 
4 tò ſee within bis own Walls! beſide the many foreign 
* that came from other hands. How man 
ſouriſhing branches did God lop off from bim, and 
Fa } 5 in their fins. too? So that this day Was a day 25 
; of clouds, even from the mortfjug unt&the evening 
oc it, Pſalm exxxll, 1. 5 Lord, remember David, and 
It his afllilions. Well might be ay, his hobſe 
Was not fo. With God? But what«tbeh, doth be 
i. He and deſpond. under thoſe manifol4 calamities 2 +" 
0 © Doth be refuſe to be comſorteds becauſe his children ll 
| © | * 3 _ 25 ry Þ bs SEN, 3 3 Lp LS WET _ 
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Y 1 of the covenant of faith, yet clearer than thoſe 
\ that. were made before it, it came not up to the fal: 
neſs and clearneſs of; the; diſcoveries made by Jergs 


Was Cs to Abe. that he + toy 7 


2 \ e 4 ; * as 


14 23. Bain 97 the: — 


ate gone, and all 1 involved 4 in n trouble No, 


but you' find. e OW SORT ing 

2. He relieves bimſelf- by thu” oli; God bad | 
made with him: 5, Yet. hath be made with me a 0 
venant“ He looks to Chriſt, e there is more in tha 
covenant than this my houſe before God as, tur 


2 Chaldee turns it. This little word Jet wraps up | 
a great and ſovereign cordial. in it. Though, Am- 


non, Abſalom and Adonijah be gone, Sod gone 
with many ſmarting AGErAVaHORA too; yet, hath - 
be made. with me a covenant". yet I have this theet=, 
| anchor left to ſecure me. God's covenant with, me 
in relation to Chriſt, this undet-drops. age Dorey, an 
38. 
This covenant Was, hog, . 1 goſ· | 
pel-covenant, It was David's goſpel: fox all this 
ſalvation, and all his de ſite were in it; which could 
- never be, except Chriſt. had been in it, who is the 
ſalvation of all wag hong 1. the: earth, and the dale 
of all nations. 4 7 L OED; HEB 
Tis true, it a more; e and imple „ 


{ 


my aud. Ezekiel; but yet in this covenant, with Davids 


God revealed more of Chriſt, than had been. ,cver 184 


vealed before; for the light of Chriſt, like that 


the. morning, increaſed ſtill more; and more, tilliit 
came to a perfect day It is worth gur obſervation 


how God made a gradual. diſcoyery of Chriſt from 
Adam, | down, along to newaeſtament times. 3 
e che“ ny 
e * „ 4 
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Ude woman, but not of what nation; ein Abras 
|  Lamis time; nor of what tribe, till Jacobz or ef 
That ſex and family; till David ; not that he! ſhavld 


David was by Nathan the porphet; 2 Sam. vii. 123 
15 14. afterwards enlarged and confirmed, Palm 
Ixxxix. By it he Ruew much of Chriſt, and wrote 


much of him. He ſpeales of his perſon, Pſatm xv. 
6, 11. Pſalm? viii. 4, 5, 6, of his offices both pfto- 


5 phetical, Pſalm xl. 8, 9, 10. Prieftly, Plalm cv. 4. 
and Kingly, Pfalm il. 6. of bis ipearnation,” Pfalm 


r 


viii. 5. of bis death on the croſt, Bſklmy-xxiie 16 7j. 
of his burial, Pfalm, xuit 8, 9 10 reſurtection, 
Pſalm ii. 7. and triumphant aſcenſiony Pſalm! Ixviſi. 


278. There was the ſon of the goſpel diſcovered 


though in dark and typical terms and formsof er- 
preſſion; but gut of his covenant, as "obſcure as its 
revelation was, David fetched fuch ſtrong ſupport 


and conſolation, amidit ſuch an beap of troubles, 


then the argument is good, a ſrtiori: What ſupport 
and comfort may not we draw tbence, who lived 


under the moſt full and perfect diſplay of it, in all 
155 its riches and glory; enough hath been ſaid to 
prove it à goſpel covenant; but if any doubt ſhould 


enen 6h cher is will be Fully; renioved, by” conki- 2H 
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be born of a virgin, till Ifaiah; nor in What town} 
ent Mich. The firſt revelation ofthis covenant with 
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5 the RY of the me 


covenant, a covenant of eternity;' not in the moſt 
ſtrict, proper, and abfolute ſenſe: fot that is thy in- 


communicable property of God himſelf, who. leis 


ther hath beginning, nor end; but the meaning ig 


that the benefits and mercies of tbe. covenant are 17 


durable and-endleſs to the people of God: ſor Ch riſt 
being the principal matter and ſubſtance of the c : 


venant, there muſt be in it an evetlaſting righteguſ- ; 


neſs, as it is called, Dan. ix, 24. everlaſting. kings 


neſs, Iſaiab liv. 8. everlaſting forgiveneſs; Jer. xxxiz | 


34. and in conſequence to all theſe; evetlaſting con- 
ſolation, Iſaiah li. 11. In all which the riches. and 
bounty of free grace ine: Tren in ei besten e 


1 and ſplen deri ghd ett . e 
2. It is a covenant. eee aobinges or on- 


1 diſpoſed: and, ſet, as, the word im 
ports. Every thing being here diſpoſed and placed 
in the moſt comely order, both pet ſons and + things | 
chere keep their propet place: God the. Fatber / keeps 
the place vf the malk wife contriver.aud bountiful 
donor of the invaluable - mercies of tbe covenants 
and Chriſt keeps the proper place, both of the pur- 


chaſer and ſurety ofthe covenant, and all the mers 


cies in it; and believers, keep their, place, as“ . 
unworthy receivers of all the gratuitous meteies aul 
rich benefits thereof, and the moſt obliged creatutes 
in all the world to free grace, ſayings although mx 
houſe, yea, although my heart and wy life be bot ſo 


with God, yet he bath made with me an eretlaſting Ni! 
©» covenant.. And as perſons, ſo things; all things in 
' this covenant ſtand in the moſt exquilite, order, ane 
ex; Ct coriefpondence; to each others, Q it is a rayiſhe | 
vs Pa to behold the W 5 + reloofh of the . 
fy 9 3 mercies 
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— in the covenant to the ſins and Wants of all 4 
hat are in it! Here are found full, and ſuitable 
"RT "upplies to the wants of all God's people. Here 
os may fee pardon in the covenant, for guilt in the 
+ſout; joy in the covenant for forrow! in- the heart; 
eſtrength in tbe covenant for all defects and weak- 
"meſſes in (he ercature; ſtability in the covenant, for 
tte mutabiliey in the creature. Never did the wiſ- 
dom of God thine forth more in any contrivance in 
the world, (except that of Chriſt, the furety ant“ 
prineipal matter of the covenant) than it doth in tbe 
"orderly difpoling of all things in their beautiful: or- 
der, and Temeny proportions i in chis covenant 6 | 
55 5 Tees. Ran ne 0 N IR e et 
(3.) It is A Für eden atk # covenant. faſely "xo 
hid" up and keptz as the word: imports; and upon 
this account the mexeies of it are called, Phe fure | 
mereies of David, If. Iv. 3. And ſo Naim Iixzix. -- 
28. ſpeaking of this very covenant,” God ſaich, My 5 
_ *covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with him;' chere ſhall be: 
no vaeillancy, no thakiug in this covenant: and ver. 1 
34 My covenant will I not break nor alter the, | 
ching that is gone out of my lips. Every thing is as *'Þ 
| its foundation is. Now, God's covenant being founded 
in his unchangeable counſel and purpoſe, wherein 
there can be no lubricity, and Chriſt being the furety 
bofeit, it mult needs be, as the text calls it, a ſure. 
vovenant, wherein the faithfulneſs of God is as illuſ- 
trioufly-diſplayed,' as his bounty and wiſdom are in 
the two former properties of it. And ſuch a cov 
nant as this, fo everlaſting; aptly diſpoſed aud ſure, 
muſt needs deſerve thar precious tefpect and high: - 
. elteem from Every» eee mo SEN Pond on 
4 1 . 1 en e 
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4 - The. Balm of. the mung e | 
{. Lhe, ſingular and high, valuation he had n N 
when be ſaith, This is all my ſalvation, and all n | 

"defire,” or asqſome tranſlate it, all my delight er 
pleaſure ; (i. e.) here I find all repaited with, ad. 
infinite overplus, that 1 have loſt in the creatures 
Here is life 1 in death, fulneſs in Wants. ſecurity, 
dangers, peace in troubles. It is“ all my ſalvationz . 
ſor it leaves nothing in hazzichthat is eſfentiabνοë¾ß = 
bappineſs; and all my- defire, for it repairs whatever + 
1 have loſt; or can loſe: It is ſo full and compleat a | | 
covenant, that it leaves nothing to be defiteg; out of | 
it. Oit is a full fountain! Here I repoſe my aT. 
foul with, full ſatisfactjion, and feed my hungry de- | 
fires with ſweeteſt delights; o that my very ſoul. 1 
at eſt; and eaſe, in the boſom of this bleſſed cove- 
nant. Thus you, have the parts. 200 lenſe ol e 
3 The notes Ft it are three. 0 
s © Obſervation-I, That God's N may 
be exerciſed; with many ſha;p eie in their per- © || 
- ſons and families, Eccleſ. ix. 99. ee f 
Even David's houſe was the houſe 11 mouraings b 
< © Although my houſe be not ſo with God, though | 
be make it not to grow. _ All. ſort, of outward, | 
afflictions are incident to all ſorts of men. A 
things (Caith, Solomon) come: alike to all: "Therecia 5 
one event, to the righceous, and to the wicked; to 
the clean and unclean; to him that fat 
to him that ſacrificeth not“ The providences/ſeem 
- one andthe. ſame, though the ſubject on Wbom they 
fall be vaſtly different. Eſtates aud children, beat 
| and liberty, will till: be like themſelves, vaniſhing. 
| - comforts, whoever be the owners of them. No 
| man 8 ſpiritual eſtate can be known: by the view of 
his temporal eſtate. A, ak family cannot . 
e e miſerable, "OM 
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miſerable; but it may be à mournful- family. Neli- 
Bion ſecures ys from that rern but it does not fe 
eure us from the rod of God. The Lord hath cho- 
ſen another way of expreſſing his love to his people, | 
than by temporal and external things?! therefore 
* all!things come alike to all“ Phe,covenant/ex- 
clades the curſe, but includes the croſs. If his 
children forſake my law, &c. then will I viſit their 
iniquity wich the tod, and their fins with ſtripes: 
oh mee = Wong: kindneſs will Lnot POE 
1 take away.“ e ee en e 
Nor inaved eld it be Ge privilegetof: God? 8 co- 
venanted people, to de ehernpt from the tod; a marx 
| of baſtardy can be no man's felicity s Heb. Xii. 8. to 
go without the chaſtiſing diſcipline of the rod, were 
tcdo go without the needful inſtiuctions and pleſſed 
fruits that e ad MA wb fromthe Pong, 3 
ei. „ 12 | 
Loet us not thelekies OR 4 tes Ane ION 
8 did. in Mal. iii. 14. It is in vain to ferve God, 
And what profit i is it that we have kept his ordinan- 
| Ses, and walked: mourufally before him?“ Surely 2 0 j 
gone ſerve him in vain, but thoſe that ſerve him | 


# vainly. Godligeſs cannot ſecure you from afflic- 
| tion, but it ean and will ſecure! you from bell, aul! 


Canckify your nm nemtedee neee Ba. :":; 
| Gaynothere: | d 25 W e BOS . Fi bs vs 
i Obſerve II. A declining family is 2 . ſtroke , TY 
From the hand of e and Tots be eee "0 
Wherever fe TTC ETA 

It was a growing lobe to David, ban bi houſe 22 
N not grow and he oo” the hand of God in it, 
Ine made it not to grow,” as he ſpeaks in the texts 
en as many i «s/he bat Ad] childeen.. It 
a). | BIT n | 4 1 5 ia 
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+ - The. Balm of. the. man 5 . | 
The ſingular and high valuation he had PR" YL 
when be ſaith,'* This is all-my ſalvation, and all my 
deſire, of asg ſome tranſlate it, all my delight r 
- pieaſure;“ (i. e.) here 1 find all, tepaited with an 
infinite overplus, that J bave loſt in the creature 
Here is life 1 in death, fulneſs in wants. ſecurhy i Kd. 
dangers, peace in troubles. It is“ all-my-ſalvations {| 
for it leaves nothing in hazatckh that is eſſentiab tomy 
bappineſs; and all my-deſite, for it repairs whatever 
I have loſt, or can loſe: It is ſo full and compleat a | 
covenant, that it leaves nothing to be defitediout, f 
it. O it is a full fountain! Here I repoſe. myca, 
foul, with full ſatisfaction, and feed my hungry de- | 
fires with ſweeteſt delights; 4o that my very foul is | 
at. reſt. and eaſe, in the boſom of this bleſſed cove- ho 
nant. . Thus you, have the parts and Lenſe. of- . 
| text. The notes N it arg theses. 
HObſervation-I. That God's ag may | 
be exerciſed: with many ſhaip aMictions in their N. ff 
- ſons and families, Eccleſ. i in, p og hh 1 bard. || 
Even David's houſe was the houſe al mournings I 
© Although. my houſe be not ſo with God, * 
he make it not to grow. All. ſort, of, outward 
afflictions are incident to all ſorts of men. an 
things (Faith, Solomon) come alike to all: gan | 
one event, to the righteous, and to the e wicked o 
ie clean and unclean; to him that eee 
to him that ſacrificeth not“ The providences/{eem 
one andthe. ſame, though the ſubject on wbom they 
fall be vaſtly different. Eſtates aud children, health | 
and liberty, will still be like themſelves, ane 
comforis, whoever be the owners of them. No 
man's ſpiritual eſtate can be known by the view of | 
. his temporal eſtate. A h family cannot {598 = 
C miſerable, - 8 
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:miſerable,-but it may be a mournful-family.! Neli- 
Bion ſecures us from that warty but-it does not e- 


dare us from the rod of God. The Lord bath cho- 


fen another way of expreſſing his love to his people, 
than by temporal and external things: therefore 
* all things come alike: to all.“ The covenant ex- 
clades the curſe, but includes the ctoſs. If his 


| children forſake my law, cc. then Will! 1 viſt their E' 


iniquity with the tod, and their fins with ſtripes: 


'evenirleſs * ea kindneſs OL I.not WI 
wake: away,” E n ne, 9 vs 1 


Nor indeed il it bel be privilegeiof: God's OY 
vagus to be:exerpt from the tod; a' mark 


of: baſtardy can be no man's felicity: Heb. xii, 8. to 


go without the chaſtiſfing diſcipline of the rod, were 
to go without the needful. inſtiuctions and bleſſed 


fruits that amen, and reſulr from.the rod, Dicks. 
— ein. 12. 43 3; | 5 Wi 


Let us not detect fav a thoſe. eMlighaing TY 


e did in Mal. iii. 14. It is in vain. to ferve God, 


And what profit i is it that we häve kept his ordinan- 


Ces, and walked mourufully before him?“ < Surely 
none ſerve him in vain, but thoſe that ſerve him 
5 vainly. - Godlineſs, cannot ſecure 'you | from afflic- 
tion, but it can and will ſecure you from bell, and 
ſanctify your afllictions Ne you to heaven. TY 


Igor (> eee eee 
Obſetve II. 4A dectiniiity family is 2 hae Rroke 
from the hand of God, and * to ves mea er 011 


| wherever: N fals EE ee 
lt was a growing ferry to David, tber b % 
did not grow; and he eyed. the hand of God in it, - 
He made it not to grow, asche ſpeaks in the text, 
| oy oy as e deaths Wes bad dead childrens - It 5 
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is God that ballds and deſtroys families; be CY 
largeth and ſtrainetb them _ A —_— 


as two e viz. 8 5 4 ehrt Ur 23 
ry, ne W Ss ar — | 
wy che: death: or, with Ae, VA.” ant . 
5 a. By the Name of fins oper. Sai i | 


40 e Om" 
1. By oy n . God po off the höpe- 
Fol epi branches thereof; eſpeciaRy the laſt ank 
only prop of it, in whom not only all the care and 
love, byt all the hope and ee en of the parents 4 
_— 15 contracted and bound up- or 
Hh The hearts of tender parents are ufually boon | Y 
up in. the. life of an only ſon . As a man's wife is * 
but himſelf divided; fo his children are but himfelt 
multiplied ; and when all love and delight, bees 
- exp<Ctation; is reduced to one, the affection is Rer. 
and that makes the affliction ſo too. If it were net 
an unparalleled grief among alf earthly griefs and 
ſorrows, the. Spirit of God would never have cho- 
fen and ſingled it out from among all other ſor- 
rows, to illuſtrate ſorrow for fin by it; "yea; forrows 
for that ſpecial fin of piercing Chriſt, as he doth, 
Zech, xii, 10. They ſhall look upon him whom 
they have pierced, and ſhall mourn! for him as one 
ttnat mourneth for an only ſon.“ Ho naked are 
5 thoſe walls, and how unfurniſhed is: that” kouſe;' 
Where the children (its beſt ornaments) are taketi 
down and removed by death } It is natural to > 
men, to defire the continuance of their names and 
Runes in tlie anch aid therefore 1 God cuts 
H 3 Ton 6 OBE; : 
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"A. tt by | 1 
eff their expectations in that kind, they Hook upon ] 
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| _ that: their names had been, blotted out, than that 
Satan ſhould rule by prophaneneſs in the places 
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andi houſes, to find out the fins which have ſo r. 
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have e e in my afftickion, Pſalm czix. .. 
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 ofpecially«in ſome ſorts of afflictions: they are heavy 
preſſures, poderous burdens in the mſelves. 80 Job 

ſpeaks, O that my grief were thoroughly weighed, 


how vit would be heavier than the ſand of the ſea, 
therefore my words are ſwallowed up; Job vi. 234 
4 d. If all the · ſand that lies upon all the ſhores 
in the world, were ſhovelled up into one heap, and. 
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Abou haſt che wed thy people hard thing, thou haſt 
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heir clfeQs upon the mind: for under a great ana 
| ſudden; ſtroke of God; it is like a ratch: wound up 
e due ee that lot art time it * fill 

1 e WS neicher | 


45 


and my calamity laid in the ballances togethery for fb 


made us to drink the wine of aſtoniſument.“ Ae. 


Ink to . „0 how confuiſed eee 


are ite metfons! it is full of ajanureydiſpateagaad - © 7 


< malle pierce 1 


EX” cpuartelöt theſe! aggravate both duft, ſin and m eng, 85 
te is dur own thougbts whichitake ther 2 
-thor'gtwusji{wbichc did but ſtick befoté in oureleaths Fo 
Landl wasmmexeriin tended: to-hnffhas,:t | | 
oy) atid«thewſd it intoour! mouu 2 boteagün 
er tbobghts, as welk as pon | 
dune thechéarts of men. Lukes | 
rough cine on fou namely, 
Aby thoughts ral pierce. ther . Fbey tan shake 
- +the-whblecfabtick»wbf# the body, and todferbe beſt: 
__ "compatted: and Rtegly jointed parts, of gheibody; =» 
Di v %% His chöughts troubled hit, und the 
Joins of his loibs ere loo fell. And thus a man 
own mind becomes tack of torment to him zuaemi- 
ſery which no creatures, xcepth men and dei 
ae ſubjected id. Ohm ν ,j bodies! h hren 


2 Adeſtroytd by ie paſſions of the fou they ent 


5 tough Aras 2 eee 


5 4 Prop. II. N be merdidyh N 


* nere 
ſheath. IA ſorto r π ks death» Ah ö — 


; ii 10. $1012 yr | +8 86:6 ONO be TOTS gabe et WHILST 


0 in condeſcenßbn d 
the weakneſs of his peoplez»barh prowhdart tha-beſt 
ſuppolts and zeliefs for their | feedb end d 
pig Aire ble . eee, ho: ene 1248 

lu the multitade of my thoughts within 2 


 comfoirs-delight-my ſoul; Plalm xeiv. 1 uno be 
men ſeéek tbeir relief under trouble, frohuæs 


thivgsz:wheir one creature ſorſakts them] they re- 


uueat togenothet uhich is het leit them, till. che; are 


— theatewputiof.all;andi.tbew their warts hang | | 
0. STE with e or n inteceſt in 4 


ä 


; — 


eam nerer be hepled. > Our: compatiiondie $44 


Fd 7 " „ 2 1 5 *. 1 * b 


' FEA 


| hte hom Tomfort they have to ſpend üppm us. 


 Spmadry whaticelicfethe rules af philoſdphy tn 
| van em, (Suppoſing: a newt )fentence/5of/ Seng — 
mand 25 Vs n tent ef Davide Pauly | 


|” headings is millivandep: ase een Wild u 


_ rgfignation wilt do It is nut uh eradicating, buy 


| rr 


o neglact God, and ſeek lief rm the eres - 


zZoeitelcbe broken ciſterns whichocaw hold no water, 
Jet. he het creatures hut u ciſtern, not 
Kifountaing+ ind 


l, o thatiteancbold n nter.“ IS. 
Hanh im ke that; comforteth 1yougIauvidil 20. 
Te dne dandiothat wounts.,you; matic beabi-youg © 


| viour, to aſſwage our forrows, bath promiſed *heiwilh _ 
(3 —— — yo b N 


:<ue; dependence brit makes it 4 
 droken-ciſteriby ſtribes a+ boleothrough? the bottom 


— 


N 
wilt:quickly dpeAd a tbet 


enſſcgs will ndver.caſe. the:oMiQed/ mind,}16-<briftins — | 
vegulating of the aſfections, thatiodmpdſes ia barden- ä 


miratdl precepts fats, 19 „uni wi. 21s. 1am - | 


tate, is 10 forlake the fountain of living waters, id! . 1 


10 As all the n into the :ſeaz idk a is 


that are diſperſed throughout the ſeriptures. he 


— 


1 


26 1 nk. 2 
times r r and only 
remade? band or! A yas ae bo onward 


the congtegation of the waters h ſq all. re 
miſes and comforts of the goſpel, are / 
into the covenant of grace, and there W beet 

gregation of alluthe ſweet ſtreams of tefteibment 


covenant -18 the ſtoreshouſe of promiſes, the ſhop 
of cordials and rate elixirs, to revive us in all out 


faintings; though, alas, moſt men know no möre 


what are their virtues, or where to find them, 


than an iligsrace tuſtie- Pate inn, an apothecaty's 


er., 9 1898 JU 2125 ih 1 9129 236 490% 4 2 - BÞ- SN 


| the bearts of bis- poor... captives 1grbaning undet 


\ What was theccordial God bree t6'rovive _ 


hard and rinnen bondage both in Egypt and in 
Babylon? Was it not his covenant with Abraham 
And why-gig 'he- give-it..the-ſolemn-confirmation = 


by an. oaths; but, that it might» yield to! bim, und 


all his believing ſeed, ſtrong conſolation, Hebe 


oss. 37:81) e 401] 446%? (5 5:4, 43 n 


_-avreſt, ould: ee nn bu 


" 
2 1 44 
* — ry * 2 * * 


17, 18. eee of eee mn 


994 erben was the relief God ee desde. 
ing eunuchs that kept bis ſabbaths} took hold of hie 
covenant, and choſe the things in which; he 

© Taithenn {ſaith he) will I give in my bouſes ran 
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things, or aptly diſpoſed by the wiſdom and ebne 
trivanee of God, to unſwel every cauſe and gr od 
of crouble and ſorrtowiin our hearts, It is ab 
do this at all timesz at well im our day, a8 in D. 
5 vids or Abrabams's day: for it is an 8verlaſting/ e- 
venant; its virtue and efficacy is vor Getäped“ 
time. And laſtiy, it is capablé of à good! 1 
ſeeurity or aſſurance to. all God's afflicted 
ſor it is a ſure covenant.“ The cofeürfefce 
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complete relief, and perfect remedy, to which no- 
things wanting in the kind and nature of # reme- 
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de a: complete en W edy to che- WHAT 
ſoul : 3 WH 1 En 1 £91661 ths 1s Seu 
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G 
ow le ö sppears by her paffonate expoſtulation 
With. lijzh, who then” ſojourned in ber houſe: 
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Action, DN wrinkle. he faw uport it; tee med 
a bins like a ' witneſs riſing to teſtify againſt 
| Alt Thou thaſt ülled me Ae 'maty writkles, 
hich is a witneſs againſt me, and my teanels, it 
up OE \beareth witneſs to Wako,” Job xvi; 
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by The, Balm of whe 6 Couanant 
ence- Suitable hereunto is that. fange, but) (week 
4 £xpreſfon,,* © The inhabitants ſhall not ſay, I am ſick 
dae people that dwell therein ſhall be, "hg 
Iniquities, Iſs, xxxiij. 24, It is ngt{to..be imagined) 
theſe people had found ſuch. a fortunate jiſlandyvr Gini 
j climate; where no diſeaſe could, touch ot inrads their: 
| bodies no, ſickneſs will find out tha botieg,of- Ale 
i beſt men, wherever they live; wherever. Gn hath 
deen, ickneſs, and death; will follow it. Beaven- 
is the only priveleged. place from theſe miſeries * 
but meaning is, though they be ſick, they hall „not 
ſeel the pains and hurthens, of fickneſs, they a all 
not ſay they, ace ſigkz, And hy ſo? becauſe, dheit 
_Iniquities are forgivene.;, Plaivly, copficmiog. what 
was before. afſertcd, that the anguiſh of an aſſſiction 
| * . a2 ſoon as ever the ſting of, guilt is plucked 
And hence, pardoning of the ſoul, and heal 
inn of the body, ale put together as, conjugate Were. 
cies : Blels the Lord, O my, ſoul, who. forgiveth-, 
all thine iniquities, and healeth all thy diſeaſes, 
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meing his patient's: life, by cutting oB#\moctified 
gdengrened member: No more hrt than ſroſt amd 
om do the earth in killing 


theſe he recals Gurt minds from vahity, weans \oup 


fond and enuſnariag affect ious from the world; diſeg-! 
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roc was into the ahb. And hehre two rhings nete 
ee fach Aden eng” do'he "ollitdres of 
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the rank weedsthatess = 
buyſted che ſap and ſtrength of it, in ptepabiutz and 
melo wing it to rodure a fruitful ctop of corn. 5 
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ſaints 3“ eee as well as barmleſa 
things, „We know faith ahe apoſtle) that all thiage 


ledge them to be the happy inſttuments of our ſale 
| vation. U ab tan 3} $1 N idle KR 3 


34 meer 0 8 
thods and eſſays equld not door ap thivferratd | 
hurt zou bas bes ug vga! | it % 44 299 een 
+:I confeſs. God's a andi — — 
upon this caſe. We meaſure the good and 
of: providences, by their reſpect to, the eaſe. nh 
pleaſute of ont ſſeſh, but God ſees this ig chef way; 
to caſt our; ſpies} int; lent formality, ang; in 
removing: them he (doth but deprive us f/ itbe. 
cdccaſions and, vinſtrumemts of- ſpiritual Miſchieſs 


and miſeries, in Which certainly be dpthyi/neind 4 
| hurt. 4 414 Sie as 7 * et y A &! 97 5 1 e 50 "or (hp? 


a But that e nat all. Afflicions oneg . pur i ins 


to/! the cotenant, „mut promote the good of the 


work together for good to them that love Gd 
This ꝓrqmuiſe id che compaſs. Which ſets the courſe, 
apd liracta che auatioꝝ of allthe-aflitione of the 


_ ProplaigfiGodz end no ſhip at- ſes obheys the rud- 


det ſo dN As the ttaubles of, the tighteous dd 
the directiond of this (promiſes: Poſſibly ve cann⁰ο 


diſcgen this an preſent, bat ratet hrejudge tbe 
worksof: Gad, and ſay all' theſe things are againſt | 


us; but thereafter. we dhal:feo and / itn joy ackno w) 


+ How aftem bath affliction ſent· the people bfi Gd 
peir kncesz with ſuch language as this] He 
God; haw vain and ſenſual hath i this heatt of minus 
been undeg pœoſperity l. How!ididcthe | love wfithe! | 
creat ure,,Jike a fluice cut in; the bank ufa rite 
draw aways theiltream of my affsRious. from! «bis. 
L hal gotieo a ſoft pillow of cxeatuze-comborts-a thlark | 
my:hcad; and r ee ant; denen 
e 96 | 1 7 _} 
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wa ane zugent or Kesd-Berrteb in che tdurfe öf m 
* 
An frequently „wen before O it wis göod for 
ms, Mitt © Bae been aflicted. O, ftth God hob 
A bs the rod beſtowed weh Bath done my poor 
ehe ſo much good! N) bave more uf his Ne 
and more of his"time'an#cbinpany thäntver. Now. 
I hear the voice, and ſee the gracious wotkings 

the Tpitie'sf my! child" fter me aphid, bs in the War ys 
of 4. Wel, Tue füm of alf hib you may ia 
in the ingenadus meltings of Ef phraim Aer 2 falez 


hate deen 26 beaſt,” faith Hraim: Thou ae 
a'dear fon, a plexfant hid, Faith" $a I 
dre tronbled and pained for fin, faith Ephraft 
my bowels ute 'thbabte#' for thee, aid my cd 
bons rolled together, „ 
of ſanctiffed r6ds! (ich prectods effects theſe" rich 


thus} us the wound of & Ncbrpion is WealeU'bY" Ip 

rb oil, fo the evil of affliction is cured by the fancti: 
Sed Huite ar it Prodacett, „hen it ic ones rt s 
he covenahtt! > 4. ern . l lit 2 1 * 
"Arg? Phe covetfint dtn not fly. 4 . 
Mature and property öf the lalnts“ afliSkiohs, but it 


A ordeng dilp6feth" and aptl 


\ pfickth kbem in be 
providehee,” among” ine other” means "ant 
| te of our frativit 7910 "that the co 

75 om” cout never” place them, or” the Ta 


citcum- 


ey, Wüt uo. L can pay wore” fetvently, Feeling "+ 


ass röd, Jer? Arx, 195 208 and Le wee of ine 
bowels of merey over him.” Ephräi mdurns 
God's feet and God falls upoh Ephraim neck. 


repay hon for l the pared 2rd afgalth'you feel. x 


36 vie Raben of 'the ena, * 
circumſtayge belonging 40 them, more + aptly,; aud, | 
adyantageguſly. than jt,.bath, dong» ,,, The (kngws 
ledge, ol this mult needs; quiet, and fully: xeligye | 
the afflited ſoul: and who. can, doubt it, that hes | 

lieveg it to be,,a,covenant, *,ordered in all things, ns 

the text ſpeaky;? Here, all; things, yea, the maſt, 
minute circumſtances that befal you, are (redveed - 

50 their proper claſs, and place of ſervice i ſo ef 

ordered, chgt, all the wiſdom of men and angels 
ow not, how. to mend or altge. any ay thiog to your 
ydrantage, E eld 551 J 46:1 
If a mall pin be taken. out; of ibe frams.cof A 
wateby, and; placed any where, elſe; the matian is 
either preſentiy ſtopped, or, madg jgregular; And 
| S obſerves of the curious, fabric of a hub 
may body, cht, if the greateſt, naturalifis ſhould | 
Rudy à hundred years to find out a mage com- 
modious ſituation, or. configuration of yay part 
thereof, it7could pever, be done., It is ſo here's Ne 
man can come after God, and, ſay, this 1 or;;thag 
had been better, placed or timed, than it ig, il this 
MiQionebad been ſpared, and ſuch an (enjoyment 
0 god. in the roo , of it, it, had. been better, All 
| Gog's providenees are the reſult and; ifſues of bis ine 
— Bnite, wiſdom for. be works all things according 
to the ; Counſcl of, bis own will, Eph. i. 11. The 

peels, namely, the motions and. revolutions; of p. 
widenes! are full of eyes, Ezek: i. 16. They are u 
adviſed, and judicious motions, Nan carco impetu;vol- 

vunt ur ret: They run ds Fandeney Tue 
moſt regular, and excellent Wotking, muſt needs | 

. 27 the moſt deep. a and perfect counſel, Mai xxxviii. 
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4 Now-every:aiflition that befals God's covenanted 
people, being placed by the. molt, wiſe and infinite 
coupe of Cod. in that very order, time, and man- 
nenn which they befal them, this very affliction, 
zung motltbat, zat this very time, and not at another, 
flierbeigg. always a time, of need, 1 Pct. i. 6.] and 
tuber in by. ſuch, -forerunning. occaſions. aud cir- 
kantegsz it muſt. follow, that they all take 
the; p: oper places, and come exactly at the fitteſt 
ſeaſons and if one of them were wanting „ ſomg- 
thing would be de fective in the frame of 2051 hap · 
pine ſs. As they now ſtand, they work together 
for your good, which eee NN would | not 
Ha n 4 
It is ſaid, Roe xviii. 11. Behold 1 3 ul. 
and deviſe a device“ It is ſpoken, of the contti- 
vance and frame of affliction, as the propet works of 


God. The project of it is laid fot his glory, aud 


the eternal good of ls, people. It turns to their 
ſalvation, Fhil. i. 10. But O0 how fain would we 
have this or that afflition. ſcrued out of the frame 
of er, conceiving it would be far better 
out tban in? O if, God bad ſpared my cbild, or 


my health, it had been beitet for me than go 


it is. But this. is no other than a preſumptuous 
dorrecting, and, controuling of the wildem God, 
ang ohe interprets it, Job xl. 3 He that te- 
üpteveth God, let him anſwer, it, "(God hath put 
\krergiaflicien upon your perſons, eſtates: relations, 


If Where you Ruud and feel 1 it 3 and that whole | 


Frame he hath, but into the covenant, in the virtue 
| whereof it works for. your ſalvation: and there fore 
h di utings. and 5 e mutmuts and 
ee | 3 Ae 


1 ** 
W235 


© aloplicd 10% Mictad Saints: . 


2 


— 


——ük — Is 
— 


ee RA 


— — 
— 


22 ————˖—ꝰ—˖ê« i —e 
— — — — — 


38 The Balm * the eber 


diſconterits ceaſe ; "nothing can be better for you, 
than as God ah laid it; and this, one would 
think, ſhould' beal and quit all. Tou yourſelyes 
would marr all, by preſuming to mend any thing. 
© Who hath Aircered the Spirit of the Lord, or be- 
ing bis counſellor, hath taught him? With When 
thök he counfel, and who inſtructed him, and taught 
bim in the path of judgment? and taught Bim 
knowledge, and ſhewed him the y of underftand= 
ing? Ia. xl. 13, 14. Well then, be ſatisfied it is 
beſt as it is; and nothing can be ſo advantage- 
ous to you, as God's projects and contrivance, 
which you are ſo uneaſy under and diffatisfied about. 
Arg. IV. As tbe covenant ſorts and tanks all your 
troubles into their proper claſſes and places of 
ſervice, ſo it ſecures the ſpecial gracious preſefice of 
God with you, in the deepeſt plunges of diftreſs that 
can befal you; which preſence is a full relief to all 
your troubles, or elle "nothing in the world | is, or can 
be . 153 1 
The very heathens thought thetnfetves well ſe 
cured againſt all evils and dangers, if they had 
theit' petty houſhold-gods with them in their jour» 
nies; dut the great God of heaven and earth hath 
engaged to be with his people, in all their afflic- 
rions and diſtreſſes. As a tender father fits up 
hioiſelf with his fick child, and will not leave Him 
to'the care” of a' ſervant only; ſo God thinks At 
'not ehough to leave his children to the 'rutelage 
and charge of angels, but will be with them himſelf, | 
and that in a ſpecial and peculiar way: ſo rün the 
expreſs words of the covenant, Jer. xxxii. 40 I 
| will x tot turn way fiom them to do them yoo but 
2 . will 


| 


Sl THR " Hoplicd to e . 
1 will put my fear into their hearts: agd they ſhall 
not depart from me.“ Here he undertakes for both 
parts, bimſelf and them. | 5 f whh not and they N | 


not.“ . 
e Here is the aints' ſecurity | a the gracious pre- 
ſan of God with them, a preſence | which. diſpels 
all.the clouds: of affliction and ſorrow, as the ſun 
ſcagters the morning miſts, The God of all conſola- | 
tion is with you. 0 poor dejected believers, and 
will not ſuch a preſence turn the darkneſs into "Night | 


round about you?. "There ip a threefold Inke of 


God with „„ 1 fo2 3; © ach ant Lon at 
Tb 8 EN:ntial, which, is common, and, neceſſary A 
bs to „ a g's | 
2. Gracious, which. is, . peculiar | to. bee F £4 

MO &, | 


4 3 Glorious which! is ths elicity of. heaven... 
| The. 4 is not ds W pere fecured 3 
hs it is neceſſaty to all good and bad: In him we al! 
live, and move and bare our being. ö The vileſt men 
on earth, yea the beaſts of the field, and the very 
devils, in hell, are always in this preſence of God, 
but it is their torment, rather than their privilege. 
The laſt is proper to the glorified faints and angels. 
«Such, a Preſence, embodied ſaints cannot, now, deaf; ; 
ut it is his ſpecial gtacious preſence. which is made 
oyer and ſecured. to them in the .£qyenant of grace: 
| py hie, rProſonge. of God is manifeſted them two 
NA. 95 N IT. | 
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 Fafermilly; by proviteace.” 


0 . Internally, by the Spirit of grace telling 
and acting i in them, this is a choice Privilege 0 
them in the day of affliction: fol hereby they. ate 
inſttucted and taught the meaning of the tod, Pſalm 
xciv. 12. Bleſſed i Is the man whom chou ' cbaſtzneſt, 
and. teacheſt bim out of thy law,“ O it! is a bleſed 
thing to be taught ſo many leſſons by the rod, as the 
Spitit teacheth them! Surely they reckon. it an 
"abundant recompence of all that they ſuffer. It 
18 good for me that I have been afflicted, that” I 
might learn thy. ſtatutes,” Plalm cxix. 71. Vea, 
he refreſnes as well as teaches, and. no cordials 
revixe like his. : © In the multitude 91 the thoughts f 
T hid within me, thy comforts ls nly. foul, 
Pſalm Kir, PRO 

Yea, by the preſence _ and bleſſing. of his Spicits 
eur afflictions are ſanctified to ſubdue and purge out 
our corruptions. 0 By this ſhall the iniquity of 
Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit to take 
Away fin,” Ia. xxvii. 9. Nov if a man be inftruct- 
ed in the ends and deſigns of the rod, "refreſhed 
and comforted under every {tripe, of the rod, and 
| have his fins mortified and purged. by the labcti- 
fication of the. Spirit upon his afflictions; . then york 
*the burthenſomeueſs and bitterneſs. of bis fl. 
tions are removed and healed by the ing nal pre- 
ſence of the, Spirit of God. deed bis h 9 


Bat; . „ 4 * Us | 
65 2s Beſides this, God... is lg pre refeiit 
with his people, in all their troubles, in . ex- 
ternal way 3 ordering all the circumitinces* of Their 
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. roubles, to their advantage. He orders the degree 
and extent of our afflictions, Rill. leaving us ſome 
merxcies and comforts to ſupport and refreſh us when 

others are cut off. In meaſure doth 'be debate with 
his covenant people, ſlaying the rough wind in the 

ay. of the eaſt-wind, Ifa. xxvii. 8. He might juſtly 
mite all our outward comforts at once, fo that af - 

Aiftion ſhopld not riſe up the ſecond time: for 
What comfort ſoever hath been abuſed - by fin, is 

thereby forfeited into the hand of judgment. But 
the Lord knows our inability to. ſuſtain ſuch 

. ſtrokes, and therefore proportions. them to our 

. ſtrength. We have ſome living relations to mini- 

. ter comfort to us when mourning over our dead: 

He mak:s not a full end of all at once. Yea, 
and his providence. ſupports our frail bodies, en- 
abling tbem to endure the ſhocks and ſtorms of ſo 
many afflictons, without ruin. Surely there is as 

much of the care of providence manifeſted in this, 
as theie is in the preſerving poor crazy leaking 
| barks and weather-beaten: veſſels at ſea, when the 
waves not only cover them, but break into them, 
and they are ready to te in the midſt. of 
tbem. 5 
O what a Gogular. mercy. is the” eracious pre- 
fence of God with men! even the ſpecial pre- 
ſence. of that God, © who is above all, and through 

all, and in you all,” as the apoſtle ſpeaks, Eph. iv. 

e. Above all, in majeſty and dominion. * rouge 

all,“ in his moſt efficacious providence; and * iv 
you all,“ by his grace and Spirit. As be is above, 

all, ſo he is able to command any mercy vou want, 
wich 2 wore of his mouth; as. ihe. is anten all. 
| D 3. ſo 


42 The Pali of the Covenant. 
* ſo he muſt be intimately acquamed with. afl your 
wants, ſtraights, and fears; but as he is in you all, 
ſo he is ingaged for your ſupport | and ſupply, as 
you are the deat members of per my tlic 
body. „ nnn 1518 5 
15 Obj ection. But e 1 tear Gideon 8.069. 
Fellen rolled into the wa of this ſoyereign eonſd- 
lation. If God be iin BI "WHY 3 1s all os! evil be- 
"fallen W te bk Ii HIM 
Solution. All what? If it had 6078 all bis te · 
bellion and rage againſt God, all this apdftacy and 
revolting more and more, and this contumacy and 
"hardneſs of heart under the rod; then it had been a 
weighty and ſtumbling obj ction indeed; but to 
fay, if God be with us, why <re all theſe chaſtning 
corrections and temporal crofles befallen us? Why 
doth he fmite' our bödies, children, or eftires ? 18 
an objection no way fit to be urged by any that are 
- acquainted with the ſcriptures, or the nature and te- 
nor of the covenant of grace. Is afflicting and for- 
ſaking, all one with you? Muſt God needs hate, be- 
cauſe be ſcourgeth you? I queſtion whether Satan 
bimſelf hath nene enough to ſet ſuch a note or 
comment upon. | Heb 'xii..0. For whom the Lord 
toveth, he chaſtneth, and ſeourgeh every fon whom 
he reeeiveth. ©, - Dr 85 
No, no, Chriſtian, it is not a a. chaſtning rod; but 
the denying of ſuch a Saviour, and ſuffering men to. 
Gn with impunity, and go on proſperouſſy in the 
way of their own hearts, that ſpeaks a rejected man, 
as the next words, ver. 7. informs you. As he ne- 
ver loved you the better for your proſperity, fo you. 
Wap be wien he loves you never the leſs for your 
Aare 
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At and will-not this cloſe and heal the wounds 
made by affliction? What, not ſuch a promiſe as 
this, „ will be with him in trouble, 3 xci. 15. 
Will not ſuch a preſence revive thee? "What then 
can doit? Moſes reckoned that a wilderneſs with 
od, was better than a Canaan, without him, If 
hy! preſence. go not with me, (faith he) then carry us 
not hence“ Exod. xxxiii- 15: And if there be the 
ſpitit of a Chr tian in thee, aud God. ſhould” give 
thee thine own choiee, thou would rather chuſe to 
"be in tbe midſt of all theſe afflictons with thy 
God, than back again in all thy proſperity, and 
among thy eueren and former comforts without 
him. 18 . | 25 
BY Argument V. As this covenant aſſures” you ot 
God s gracious and ſpecial preſence, ſo it fully ſe- 
cvures all the effentials and ſubſtantials of your 95 
pineſs, againſt all hazards and contingencies; it 
which ſecurity lies your full rehef aud complete re- 
medy x all-your ane for the loſs of rage 
things. 

There be two Forts of ings belonging to to alt Gods 
rech, vias | 18 


2 . Eflontinls ; 
- "2 Accidentals. 
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o e They b rakes” things which; are eſential 
: to their bappineſs, ſuch are the loving kinduefs 
of God, the pardon of ſin, union with Chriſt, and 
eternal ſalvation; And they huve other things, 
which are accidentals, that come and go, live and 
dies without . or e their happineſs; 

ſuch - 
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44 | 
| ſuch are health, eſtate, children, and all ſorts of re» 
lations and earthly comforts. Theſe are to our hap- 


% Balm of the Conant 


pineſs, as leaves are to the tree, which fade and 


fall away without endangering the tree; but the 
other 3s the vital ſap, without which it withers and 
dies at the very root. Nov if it can be made ” 


that the covenant fully ſecures the former; then 1} it 


will ſtrongly follow, that it therein abundantiy re. 
lie ves us under all our ſorrows for the latter: And 


that it doth ſo, will evidently appear by reviewing 
.the covenant, wherein, you ſhall find all theſe ſub- 


ſtantial and eſſential mercies of believers, fully ſe⸗ 
cured againſt all hazards and contingencies whatſo- 
ever. 


There the loving - kindneſs of God is Senft to 


their ſouls, whatever afflictions he lays upon their bo- | 
dies. * Nevertheleſs my loving kindneſs will I not 
take away, Pſalm Ixxxix. 33. And their pardon is 
as ſafe as the favour of God is; it is ſafely locked 


up in that promiſe, I will remember their fins no 
more,” Jer xxxi. 34. Yea, heaven, together with our 


Perſeverance in the way to i,, are both put out of ha- 
zard by that inyaluable promiſe, © They ſhall never 
periſh, neither ſhall any man pluck them out of my * 


hand, John x. 28. 
Thus are all the eſſentials of a belioßer 8 happi⸗ | 


| nels ſecured jn the covenant z and theſe being ſafe, 
the loſs of other enjoy ments ſhould not much affect 
or wound them, becauſc if he enjoy them, they add 


nothing to his b.ppinefs; and if he loſe them, he 
is ſtill happy in Cd u itbou them. And this un- 


riddles that enig . 1expreſh n of the Apolt'e, 
2 Cor. Vis 10. As have 8 unde aud yet Polleſ- 


ſing 


| | people alſo do. | ; k Ns T2 4 e 
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Gog all things; namely, the ſubſtraction of all ex- 
ternal things cannot make us miſerable, who have 
Chriſt for our portion, and all our . entire 

in bim. EG / 

17 If A man travelling on the road, fall into the 
bands of thieves, who rob him of a few ſhil- 
lings, why this doth not much affect him: for 
though he have loſt his ſpending. money, yet his 
ſtock is ſafe at home, and his eſtate ſecure, which 
will yield him more. Or if a man has been at 
court, and there obtained a pardon for his life, 
or a grant of a thouſand pound per annum, and 
returning home ſhould chance to loſe his gloves 
or has handkerchief, ſure if the man be in his 
wits, he will not take on or mourn for the lols 
of theſe rifles, whilſt the pardon ,or grant is ſafe. 
Surely theſe things are not worth the mentioning. 

I ge is true, the loſs of qutward earthly things; are 
to a believer real trials, yet they are but ſeeming loſe 
ſes: and therefore they are expreſſed in the apoſtle's 
pbraſe, with a Tamquam, ſicut: As. chaſt ned and 
not killed; as lot row ful yet always rejocintz, 2 Cor. 
vi. 9. And if your loſſes be but as it were loſſes, 
your ſorrows ſhould be but as it were ſorrows 19 
much like a phyſick ſickneſs, which we do not call 
A proper fickneſs, but as it were a lickneſs, becaufe- 
it conduceth to the health, and not to the hurt of 
the perſon; as all God's I aflictions on bis 


Indeed, if the ſtroke of God were at our ſouls, 
to cut them off from Chriſt aud heaven, to raze 
dur names out of the covenant, or reyoke the par- 
40 of ſin; wen we had cauſe . to juſtiſy 
the 
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the extremity | of forrowz cauſe. enough to weep 
out our eyes, and break our hearts for ſuch a diſ. 
mal blow as that would be, But bleſſed be God 
you ſtand out of the way of ſuch ſtrokes as theſe ; 
let God ſtrike round about you, or lay his hagd 
upon any other comforts you paſſeſs, he, will ner 
ver ſmite you in theſe eſſential things, which, is .cecy 
tainly enough to allay and relieve all your other ſor- 
rows... | 
My name is blotted out 9 the. earth, but &i u 
it is written in heaven. God hath taken my only, 
ſon from me, but he hath given his only Son for 
me, and to me. He hath broken off my hopes and 
expéctations as to this world, but my hopes of bea: 
ven are fixed, ſure, and immoyeable for ever. My 
bouſe and heart are both in confuſion and great | 
diſorder, but I, have ſtill an everlaſting covenant 
ordered in all things and ſure, I cannot ſay my 
ſon liveth, but J can ſtill, ſay, I know that my Rey 
deemer liveth. The graſs withereth, and the lower 
fadeth; but the word of the Lord abideth, for ever. 
Ita Kh $146.44 * 1 
Argumen: VI. . Arikes none oe the ſubs 
ſtantial | mercies: of his covenant people, ſo when 
be doth (ſmite their, external accidental comforts, 
the. covenant of grace.afſures them, that. even thoſe 
ſtrokes are the itrokes of love, and, not maths 
the wounds of a friend and not of. an,.engmys3 
which is another a relief to Ehe ef ice 
ſoul. f..5 eie u 
The 3 fright ful 3 io an align, is 
18 mark or character of God's wrath which, it 
ſecms to bear: take away that, and the affliction 
_ A REA ans „ 
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is nothing. 0 Lord, rebuke me not in thine an- 
ger, neither chaſten me in thy hot diſpleaſure,” 
Pfalm vi. 1. He doth not deprecate the 'rebukes, 


but the anger'of God; not his chaſtening, but 
bis hot diſpleaſure. God's anger is mach more 


tertible than his rebuking, and his hot diſpleaſure 


than his chaſtening Therefore he intreats, that 


Whatever God did to him in the way of afflici- 
on, he would do nothing in the way of wrath: 
and then he could bear any thing from him. A 


mark of Divine anger engtaven upon any af» 
fition, makes that affliction ee to a ee 


ſoul. 
But if a man be Self fatisfied Wr See ee an- 


guiſh there be, yet there is no anger, but that the 


rod is in the hand of love: O how it eaſes the ſoul, 
and enlightens the burthen! Now this deſirable 
point is abundanly cleared in the covenant; where 
we find a clear conſiſtence, yea, a neceſſary con- 
nection betwixt the love and rod of God, Pfalm 
Ixxxix. 31. and Heb. xii. 6. nay fo far are the af. 


flictions of the ſaints from being marks of his wrath, 


that they are mw fruits and evidences of his fatherly 
love. 


Two men is eh the ſtreets, fee a 


company of boys fighting, one of them ſteps forth , 


and fingles out one of theſe boys, and carries him 


home to cotrect him; which of the two think 
you is that child's Father? The caſe ſtanding 


thus with all God's people, ſurely there is no rea- 


ſon for their pere whatever their afflictions 
de. . THY 


Attumen VII. Laftly, the covenant 4oth not on- 
ly 


% 


> 


— 
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1y diſover the conſiſtence and connection betwixt the 
love and the rod of God, but it alſo gives full ſatis» 
faction to the ſaints that whatſoever temporary mer- 
ey they are deprived of, which was within the bond 
1 of the covenant when they enjoyed it, is not loſt, 
but, ſhall certainly be reſtored to them again (with a 
rich improvement, and that they {hall enjoy it again 
to all eternity. 5 \ ($04 - ty 
What a .cace model or « e of conſolatoty 
arguments hath the apoſtle laid down to antidote 
our immoderate ſorrows, for the death of our dear 
relatives Who died intereſted in Chriſt and the 
covenant! 1 Thef. iv. 13, 24, 15, 16, 175: 18; 1 
would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are aſleep,” they are not dead, but a- 
Heep. Sleep is but a parentheſis to the labours 
and travals of this life; and it is but a partial pri- 
vation, not of the habit, but acts of realo!, o 
Which, upon awaking, the ſoul ſoon returns again, 
Juſt fc a thing is that which in believers: is com- 
monly called. death. And we do not uſe to be- 
wall our friends, becauſe they are fallen alleep : 
and therefote-it no way | beco'11es us to forrow as 
| thoſe that have no hope, nor to look upon them 
as loſt; for (as be ſtiohgly argueth and conclud- 
eth, verſe 14.) their reſtoration. to their bodies, 
yea, and to our enjoyment again, is fully -ſecur=: 
ed both 'to them and all of us by che reſurte ction 
of Jeſus from the dead. The influence of bis re- 
ſurrection is by the prophet Iſaiah compared to the 
morning- dew, Iſa. xxxvi. 19. to ſhew that what” 
virtue there is in the morning-dew, to cauſe the 


tabbed plaints of the earth to. revive and. flou- 
0 We tiſh 


— 
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riſh, that, and much more, there is. in the reſur- 
tection of Chriſt, to revive and quicken the dead 
bodies of theſe ſaints, their bodies {hall be reſtored 
by virtue of the warm animating dew or influence of 

| his reſurrection. _ +» 

. (| Objection, But the marvglions change which 
abe reſurtection makes upon glorified bodies, and 
the long - ſeparation of many ages betwixt us and 
them, ſeems to make it impoſſible for us to know 
them, as thoſe that were once related to us upon 

earth; and, if ſo, then that comfort which reſulted 

From them, as in relation to us, is periſhed with them 
at death. _ 8 | 

Solution. Whatever change the reſurrection ſhall 
make on their bodies, and the length of time betwixt 
our parting with them on earth, and meeting them 
again in heaven ſhall be; neither the one or other 
ſeem ſufficient to deſtroy the grounds of our hope, 
that we ſhall know them to be the very perſons that 
were once ſo dear to us upon earth. There may re» 
main ſome lineament or property of individuation, 
whereby the acute glorified eye may poſſihly diſcover 
who they were; or if not, yet none can doubt but it 
may be diſcovered to us by revelation from God: 
and that one Way or other it will be diſcovered, is 
highly probable, becauſe nothing will be denied 
to that perfect ſtate which may contribute to, or 
complete the joy and happineſs, thereof, as we 
joy and cannot but think this knowledge will 

do. If Adam knew Eve to be fle ſh of his 
fleſh, and bone of his bone, in the ſtate. of 
aeg and af the apoſtles knew Moſes and 

B45. 15 FPlias 
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Elias upon the mount; yea, if Dives in hell knew 

Abraham and Lazarus in heaven: ſure: we may 

well allow that knowledge to the glorified ſaints : 

in heaven, watch we find in the ſtate of innocence, | 
or in the ſinful Rate on earth, or in the ſtate of the 

damned in hell. n 

And if ſo, then the covenanted parents hall a | 
able to ſay in the day, this was our child for whom 
we prayed and travelled again, till Chriſt, was 
formed in him: this is he whom we educated for 
God, and trained up in the nurture and admogi— 
tion of the Lord: and now we ſee the fruit of 
our prayers, counſels, catechiſings: a child of ſo 
many prayers periſhed not. And the covenanted 
chi'd ſball ſay, this was my - pious father, who 
| took ſuch care for my ſoul; and this my tender 
mother, who like another Monica, was zealouſſy 
concerned for my eternal bappineis. Theſe are they 
that ſowed ſo many fervent prayets, which God 
gave them not time to reap the fruit and comfort of 
them for ever. O joyful meeting in the kingdom 
of God | The joy of ſuch a meeting abundantly fe- 
cumpenſes for all the tears and groans of a doloxous 
parting. 

Now, put all this together, and Phe the: argue 
ments produced to make good the firſt thing pro- 
pounded; namely, the ſufficiency of the covenant, to 
reheve and remedy all the ſorrows and loſſes: of be 
lievers, be they never fo many, or ſo great; this 
cannot be doubted, ſince it hath been proved, that 
it diſarms all their afflictions of the only ſting by 
which they wound; alters the very nature and pro- 


I | — perty 


Applied to aflited Saint. = 
perty of their afflictions, turning them from curſes 
into bleſſings; - ranks and diſpoſes them into their 


proper claſs and place of ſervice, fo as the counſel. 
of men and angels could never lay them better to 


dur advantage; engages the gracious and ſpecial 
preſence of God with you in all your troubles; ſe- 
eures all your eſfential and ſubſtantial mercies from 
all hazards and contingencies; diſcovers a conſiſten- 
cy, yea, a connection betwixt the rod and the love 


of God; and aſſures you, that whateyer temporal 


mercy you ever enjoyed, in and by virtue of the 


covenant, ſhall be reſtored to you again with an ad- 


mirable improvement, and ſingular advantage. It 
is by all this, 1 fay, abundantly proved, that the co- 
venant is a ſovereign and effectual remedy to all 


the ſorrows of God's people: and that it was no 


hyperbole, in David's encomium, when be called it 


his Salvation, and all his deſtre. But then, ah 


h ined N oc 


. It "abs "I able to do bios at all times, 


and in all ages, or elſe it will be but a tempo - 
rary relief to ſome only, and not to all. Now that 


the covenant hath this ability in all ages, and is as 


able to relieve us now, as it was to relieve Da- 


wm in his day, fully appears by the epithet given 
it in the text, it is an EVER LAS TIN G 


* S ANT. ret hath, he made with me 


an everlaſting coyenant.” | Toy 
Time is the meaſure of other hinge; but E- 


verlaſtingneſs is the meafure of the covenant. 


e the Lord N a people to himſelf in 
230 | E 2 cosbant, 


Cpt > 
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covenant, © he betroths them to himſeif for ever.“ 
Hoſ. ii. 19. And from that day forward they 


may ſay on good grounds, This God is our G0 


for ever and ever; he will be our guide even unto 
death,” as it is in Pfalm xIviii. 14. Nothing in 
nature is ſo firmly eſtabliſhed as the covenant is. 


Hills and mountains ſhall ſooner ftart from their 


baſis and centre, and fly like wandering atoms 
up and down in the air, than this covenant (ſhall 
ſtart from its ſure and ſtedfaſt eee N Ila. vi. 
10. ä | 
The cauſes and reaſon of the immurabilicy P the 
new covenant, are 

1. The unchangeable purpoſe of God, hel 
is a true and ſtedfaſt foundation, 2 Tim. ii. 19. 


_ © Nevertheleſs, the foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, 


having this ſeal, The Lord knoweth who are his.“ 
The firſt act of God's love to the creature, is that 


by which he chuſeth ſuch a one to be his, and is 


therefore called the foundation of God, as being 
that on which he lays the ſuperſtructure of all o- 
ther mercies. And this ſtands ſure, chere can be 


no vacillancy or flipperinefs in ſuch a foundatio- 
on: for he knows who are his; he knows them 


as his creatures, and as bis new creatures in co» 
venant with him; as his by election, and his by 


covenant · tranſaction and compact. The purpoſe 
of his grace before time, gave. being- e the c. 


venant of grace in ne and is the 8 of 
i 1 | 1 "FDA 1 


2. The free grace of God i in Chit, 1 is that which 


gives immutability to his covenant... It is not 


built 


BOSON ALES. oo wo ee AS 


Applied to afiicted Saints, 2 
Fuilt upon works, but grace: © Therefore it is of 
Faith, that it migbt be by grace; to the end the 
promiſe might be ſure to all the ſeed, Rom, iv. 16. 
This covenant is not founded as the firſt was, upon 
the variable and inconſiſtent obedience of man, 
but upon grace, Which is a nr and firm founda - 
- $f cri? 4 

ems The FRY "0 * Chriſt gives everlaſting 
| Kability to this covenant. © He was made the ſure- 
ty of,a better teſtament, or covenant: for 29 
ſignifies bothz be truck hands, or engaged him- 
ſelf. for the whole covenant, and every condition 
in it, and that both of God's party and our's; to un- 
dergo all our puniſnments, to pay all our debts, and 
to work in us all that God required of us in the 
covenant of grace: And all this under the penalty 
that lay upon us to have undergone. And this not 
as Other ſureties, who: enter into one and the ſame 
bond with. the principal, ſo that the creditor. may 
come upon which he-will; but he Jays all upon 
Chriſt, and relies wholly; upon him for ſatisfaction, 
knowing be. was able to perform it; and ſo. under 
the type of of God's covenant i ith David, Chriſt is 
brought in, Pſalm Ixxxix, 19, Thou ſpeakeſt in 
viſion to-thy holy one, and ſaidſt, I haye laid help on 
one, who is mighty, q. d. I know tby ability, my 
ſon; thou art. able 40 Pay: me, and nere I hy 11 | 
upon these. Sa 45 | 
It follows ſtrongly: . what bath "et did. 
that the virtue of the covenant decays not by 
time, as other tnings do, but it is at this day, and 
wiil be to the end of the worlds: as potent and. 
f | | E RE EP ellica-- 
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Al efficacious, a relief to all God's people, as ever it 
was to David, or any of the ren of the firſt}. 
E| ages. - BARN 
| | And if To, certainly nothing- can be more- 
| ſtrongly ſupporting, or ſweetly reliving in fuch: 
2 changeable world than. this, He hath made with 
me an everlaſting covenant. What David ſpeaks 
of the natural heavens, will be found true of things 
overipread and covered by them, Pſalm cii 26, 27. 
bey ſhall periſh, but theu ſhalt endure, and all 
of them ſhall wax old like a garment: And as 
a veſture ſhalt thou change them, and they. ſhall 
be changed. But thou art the ſame, and, thy 
years ſhall have no end.” be creature was, and 
is not; but my covenant-God is the ſame; his 
name is, I A M, and his covenant is the ſame 
that ever it was; which is the ſecond property or 
ingredient of this complete remedy to the faints 
aſflictions. The covenant hath not only all pow» 
er, virtue, and efficacy in itſelf to relieve a diſtreſ- 
ſed Chriſtian, but it hath in it all ages, as well for 
one as for another. The third and laſt follows, 


namely, * | | 1 
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= III. That it is a ſure covenant. 80 David ſtiles 
Fi it in my text. The certainty of the covenant is 
the glory. of the covenant, and the comfort of all 
| - that are in it. The certainty of it in itſelf is paſt 
„ all doubt by what hath been ſaid before. It is cer- 
0 tain God did make ſuch. an everlaſting covenant 
with his people in Chriſt, and it muſt remain an e- 
ternal truth, that ſuch a covenant there is betwixt 
; God and them. It is as impoſlible that this everlaſt- 
WL. WS, | | ing 


e to e Saints. 3 
ing covenant ſhould not be made with them, 2s It 
is impoſſible for God to lye, Heb: vi. 18. If he might 
make bimſelf not to hav? covenanted everlaſtingly 
with them when once he had fo covenanted, ſuch 
al ſuppoſition would deſtroy the foundation of all“ 
faith and certainty, and overthrow the apoſtle's con- 
ſequence on which the faith and comfort of believs 
ers is built. Nor is it any infringement of the Al- 
mighty: power, to ſap, God himſelf cannot do that 
which implies a plain contradiction, as fauctum in- 
fectum reddere, to n that whieh- was done, not | 
to be done. Hi mort rape a6 4 

But of. this: there 1s no Jouby,> it'is a ſure covenant- 

in itſelf: That which makes to my purpoſe hete is 
to prove it capable of pet ſonal/ ſecurity and certain- 
ty to us. David bad, and all the federates, as well 
as he, may have a ſubjective of petſonal certainty 
alſo.» He ſpeaks: categorically and poſitively in the 
text, © Let hath he made bee me) an everlaſting 
Covenant.? | TIT 
Objection. If ir be ſaid, he might have a per ſon- 
al certainty of, it, becauſe it was revealed to him in 
an extraordinary wary the prophet Nathan, 2-Sam. 
Vii. 12, 13, 14 And * extraordinaria non currunt 
in exemplum,” this was a reins Gy which we 
may not el | | 
Solution. I reply, 0 why may not we mor it 
with as full a certainty to whom God is pleaſed to. 
make it known in his ordinary way? Tbink you this, 
word and ſpirit cannot ratify it as fully and firmly- | 
to our ſouls, as Nathan's diſcovery of it did to Da- 
vid's ſoul!- God gave me not ſuch a ſeal of it in his 
ordinary method and way of coufitmation, and-l will: 
12 SES | deſire 
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deſire no more of him in this world for my ſ relief 


and comfort, whateyec afflictions it hall n him 
to lay upon me. | v1 
And thus you ſee all the. properties all a LoOme ' 
plete remedy in the covenant,. and of it every be- 
liever may ſay, This is all my ſalvation, and all 
my deſire, though he make not my houſe to gro.“ 


And now what hinders, but that all God's afflicted 
ſhould ſay from henceforth, Return uno thy reſt, 


O my ſoul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with. 
thee,” Palm cxvi. 7. I have all the defires of my 
heart in the covenant of God, though he take away 
the deſite of mine eyes upon earth with his ſtroke. 
In this covenant my ſoul is at teſt, and my very 
heart is centered. No affliction can be great enough 
to make the conſolations of the Almighty ſeem 
mall in mine eyes. Worldly: forrows may ſwal- 
low up worldly comforts, but no ſorrows upon. 
earth. can Swallpe: up the conſolations of the coves 
e e ee 
I know many Chriſtians drop and are bees 
widen the rad, notwithſtanding fuch ſovereign cordi- 
als are prepared. for them in the covenant; but this. 
is not for. want of efficacy in the covenant, but for 
want of faith to clear their intereſt, and draw forth- | 
the virtue of it to their relief. Some are ignotant 
of their privileges, and others diffident about their: 
intereſt. It is with. many of God's children, a6. 
it is with our children in their infancy, they know- 
not tbeir father, nor the inhetitance they. a are Een 
un to. . ff | a e 
That which: remains, is s the en een of this: 


truth to our ua comfort + and relief in the day of 
trouble. 
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trouble. And this I ſhall aſſiſt you in, as God ſhalt 
0 me, by way ad ; 


1. Information, 
8.2. Exhortation. 
by 3. Examination, and 
We Contolation. 

'U 8 E * 6 For beenden in three Corolla- 
ries. 

. Corollary 1. \ By aehil hath been diſcourſed few 
this text, it appears, That God governs the 
ſpiritual part of the world by faith, and not by 
ſenſe. He will have them live upon his covenant 
and promiſes, and. fetch their relief and comfort 
thence, -under all their ene and Aikens! in this 
| - | 

| God never intended temporal things for his peo- 
82 portion, therefore from them they muſt not 
expect their relief in time of trouble. He will have 
us read his love to us by things within us, not by 
things without us. He hath other ways of expreſ- 
ſing his love to his people, than by the ſmiles of his 
providence upon them. How would earthly things 
be over · valued and idolized, if beſides their conve- 
niency to our bodies, they ſhould be the marks and 
evidences of God's love to our ſouls!' A Chriſtian 
is to value himſelf as the merchant, or the huſband- 
man doth. The merchant values himſelf by his 
bills and goods abroad, not by the ready caſn 
that lies by him. And the | huſbandman' by bis 


deeds and leaſes, and ſo many acres. of corn he | 


hath in the ground, and knows he hath a good e- 
| | —— 
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fate, though ſometimes he be not able to command 
twenty ſhillings. Chriſtian, thy eſtate alſo lies in 
good promiſes, and new covenant-ſecurities, whe⸗ 
ther thou haſt more or wy of earthly comforts in thy 
hands. | | 6319017 

Every creature feeds N to its nature; 
the ſame plaint affords food to ſeveral forts of ctea- 
tures: The bee feeds upon the flower, the ſheep 
upon the branch, the bird upon the ſeed, and the 
ſwine upon the root. One cannot live upon what 
the other doth. So it is here: a Chriſtian can 
8 vpon the promiſes, and make a ſweet meal ups 

- the covenant, which the carnal mind cans 
Ea reliſh, Ihe life that I Sow live, I live by the 
faith of the Son of n n the wpoſtley Gal. i dls 
21. 
I his is the ee and . life of faith 
and the teſt of true Chriſtianity, to relieve ours 


ſelves by our hopes of things to come, againſt pres 


ſent evils; to ballance the forrows and loſſes of this 
life, with the promiſes and expectations of the next 
Thus did the renowned believers of the firſt age: 
whenever they felt a faint pang or qualm upon their 
bearts, under their trials.or ſorrows from the world, 
they. would-preiently run to their eordialy the pro- 
miſes, and by faich, from thence would refreſh and 
invigorate their ſouls wich new life and power. 
We faint not whilſt we look not at the things 
which are ſeen, for they are temporal; but at the 
things which are not ſeen, for they are eters 
nal,” 2 Cot. iv. 16, 17, 18. And truly ſo muſt we 
alſo; when our hearts are faint -within us in 42 ws 


45 
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affliction, or our ſpirits will fail, and we ſhall 80 
away in a faint fit of deſpondency. 

Corol. 2. Learn hence the ſovereign efficacy of 
| the word, and what a choice privilege it is to have 
theſe lively oracles of God in our hands, in a wy of 
diſtrets and trouble.“ 

It is no ordinary niercy to be beim i in a land of 
Bibles and miniſters; to have theſe choice ſupports 
and reliefs at hand in all our fainiting hours, -* This 
is my comfort in my afflition, for thy word hath 
quickened me, Pſalm cxix. 50. It was no ſmall 
mercy gained by the Reformation, that it put the o- 
racls of God into our hands. It affords us many 
cordials for the ſupport of our ſouls. For this, a- 
mong other great and excellent uſes, the ſcriptures 
were written, © That we, through patience, and com- 
fort of the ſeriptures, might have hope? Rom. xv. 
4. In other parts of the world it is a ſealed book; 
bleſſed God it is not ſo to you. All creature- com- 
forts have a double defect, they are neither ſuitable 
nor durable; but the word is ſo. Compare the ar- 
guments that have been urged from the covenant 
with ſuch as theſe. It is in vain to trouble ours 
ſelves about what we cannot help: we are not alone 
in trouble, others have their loſſes and afflictions as 
well as wes Alas! what dry and ineffectual com- 
forts ate theſe! they penetrate not the heart, as par- 
don of-fin, peace with God, and ſanQification of 
troubles. to our ſalvation do. 

And no leſs is the mercy of an able are<cſtawent 

miniſtry, to open, apply, and inculcate the conſola- 
tion, of the ſcripture, to be eſteemed. It is no com- 
mon a favour-to the afflicted ity to have with os. near 


him 
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him an © Interpreter, one among a thouſand, to ſhow 

unto him his uprightneſs, Job xxxiii. 23. O Eng- 
land, prize and improve theſe mercies, and provoke 
not thy God to bereave thee of them, 

I can find no Tuch ſettlement made of the 890. 
pel and miniſtry upon any place or people, but that 
God may rem we both upon their abuſe of them ; 
and if he do, ſad will the caſe of ſuch a people be, 
eſpecially when a day of diſtreſs. and trouble ſhall be 
upon them. It is (ad to be in a ſtorm at ſea without 
a compaſs or pilot to direct and abviſe the diſtreſſed 
paſſengers. Much ſo is the caſe of the afflicted, | 
when deprived of the word and miniſtry. 

Let it therefore be your care to hide the word 
in your hearts, and get the teaching of the Spirit; 
that whatever changes of providence be upon the 
world, you may have the light and comfort of the 
ſcriptures to ditect and chear your ſouls. Sanc- 
tification is the writing of God's law in your hearts; 
and what is written there, is ſecure and ſafe. The 
word within you js more ſecure, ſweet, and elfectual, 
than the word without you. Jerom ſaith of Nepo- 
tianus, that by long and aſſiduous meditation of the 
ſcriptures, his breaſt was at laſt become the library 
of Chriſt. O that the breaſt of every Chriſtian were 
ſo too. | 
Coral. 3. How ſad 4 deplorably miſerable i is 
their condition, who have no title to, nor comfort 
from the covenant of God, When a day of affliction | 
and great diſtreſs is upon them! . 
Dnrelived miſeries are the a eee miſeries. 
To be over-weighed with troubles on earth, and want 


ſupport and comfort from heaven is a diſmal ſtate. 
indeed; 
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in God muſt ſay as it is, Jer. x. wy 
{MiHon, and T alone muſt bear it.“ 
There ate but two ways they can take fof re- 
lief, either to divert their troubles by that Which 
will inflame them, or reſt their büttbened "ſpirits 
upon that Which will fail them, To run to the 


tavern or alehvuſe; © inſtead of the tolet, is t 


quench the fice by pouring in oil; and to fan 2 fy 
one creatufe i which is ſmitten and withered; 


another which {@il” continues with us, 1s to 14 8 1 


This e my 


upon a broken reed; 'whicn not only. dtceives us, 5 


but wounds“ and. piercetb us. What a miſetable 
plight was Sau} n and how dolefut was his cry and 
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complaint to Samuel, 1 Sam. Kxviti. ißt „ am 


ſore diſtreſſed, for the Philiſtines make War 4. 
gainſt me, and God is departed from me, and an- 
ſwereth me no more.” Heaven and earth N e 
him at once. 


Xeader, if ai be thy "caſe; I adviſe thee to reſt 
no longer in ſo miſerable a condition. 


to pee the ver 


all thy earthly comfort to neceſſitatr thee to come 
to him, which thou wouldſt never b perfuadetl to 


do, whilh, thou hadſt "any creature- prop to ſtay 7 
And think not that thou fflalt be 
rejected, becauſe thou att brought by à plain ned 
9 5 to him; come firicerly, and thou fhalt net!“ 
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and reſt upon. 


"Thy very ] 
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God, and drive thee to him for refuge: and it ſeems 
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the ſervants of Chriſt too, Rom. vi. I 78. And 
righteous-ſelf muſt be renounced' alſo, elſe we can. 
| Save no part or intereſt in bis 'righteouſne(s, Rom. 
. 3. Theſe are two difficult points of "ſafrat- 


up our own righteouſneſs.” Thouſands chuſe "rhe - | 


- Your vegas a0. entbracinj of all things. | 
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heating, praying, meditating, and all this with the- 


teprogches,'rorinents, and Heath for bit, if His glow” ; 
xy tequire it, and vou may be therdunrd' belles. 


ſent, and ſealing to theſe. articles, we bave right "IJ 
vll him dur God, Matth. X. 14. It any mün will 
come after me, let him 1 himſelf and take up bib 


- eros and follow. me. W BITE: you. conſe. 
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SBI ND "a tA altar,” Ks # . : 1 of 
n 1 good. terms of the covenant, weighed;and | 
ballanced all the conveniences... and inconvenien- 
ces of godlineſs, and then, determined for Chiiſt 
"and, bolineſs, let the colt be what 1 wills. then 
pu 23 choſen bim aright for your, God. Many {7 
Iithink they have choſen God for their, God, that 
7 mw underſtood or deliberated, theſe termg. But - 
+ Ron; conſentit,, qui non ſencitz): He that neither N 
knows. ner pondets amen, not capable of giving a { 
I copſent. F Y 
3 iSecopdly, , We 8 1 pur coyenant · in- 
tereſt, in the covenant, impreſſions that axe made 
upon our Os. All God's covenant 1 haye 
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12 1 Upon their. minds in A. 85 nei . 
F e of God. Jer. xXxxi. 33. They 
4 thall all know me, from the greateſt of them, even to 
the leaſt; of them.“ ; This, knowledge is ſaid to be 
Sieb, not acquired by mere ſtrength of natural abli- 
78 aud human. aids; and) gien vs. in the ec 75 
{Ek Kg not by the footſteps of the creatures only, 4 * 
e ſpeaks, 4 G. Cor. iv, 6. It is the choice teaching 
Be pointing, 8 Jobn i ii. 2, A Knowledge _ 
1 from inward, experience, and ſpiritual ſenſe; as 
FEE the . ſweetnels, of oney by taſting, better bo 9 
av Py, all the ,delgziptions We eee, (hat. FW, he 
; 17755 of TY; WEE Wears 155 b HOP at Pay A | 
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ced in and by our covenant-converſations. Abe 
and all the tendernefs' given {tb dur bearte, do tre- 


put my ſpirit. within you, and cauſe you to walk in 


free grace in the pardum uf it. S0 you read in Fiel. 1 
XIXVI. 26 K ne heart alſo wiff 1 gie you, And, 
n new ſpirit will J put within you, and 1 will Ke, 
away the ſtony heart e aus and einne | 
706 an htart'6f fen N 
It is us eafy to melt (ths A tocks ict. 


2 penitential arid tender melting for ſinz bat nder 
there is a principle or habit of tendertefs im-. 
_*Shanited in "the Toul,, whereby it is 'difpofed- and in - 
elined to Went ang thaw intent Wee * 
bccaßon. 9. Oran, 1 1. 
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knowledge which is communicated to our minds 


ſpect and tend to this; Bek. NAVI. 29. I will 


m ſtatutes““ HHabits and principles are for. Dion 
and practice; "Grice in the DAE a; Tor TONE. 
au holineſs of life. - Wo 22-4 1 0 70. 
At is true, that ddl. graces 5 zöipertekl, 9% Is. | 
"or «<detfience alſo. Perfect Sega is not tee 
expected from imperſect ereatufes. God 00 5 
Eovenanted- people do often 'grieve. im, and pros 
oke him to bring them under the rod of afliftiong: 
but "thoſe their.” infirmities break not the bond "i 
_ 5*he.covenant Pſalm Nik 39, 31, N Care and 
Watchfulneſt dfditicrity / go before the „ Evhifits  - 
ie teßiſtanee accompany + them, and thame,. a 1 
and renewed care uſually follow them, 2 Cor. W. 
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„SRE Iv: K Gott of ee . War | 
drjoQgdsapd drooping) hearts) upen this ſad and 
mournful/ occaſion; - Why, are you. fa, gene | 
Abdi by do thoughts ariſe/in your; hearts? Mar 
thinks there bath been ſo much, of. Tügport and, 
camfott already diſcovered to: you; un, this bleſſed - 
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covenant, that could your! faith/bug once fix, upon, 
it, and realize and. apply, it, I might, lay C²n mx 
pen at this perigh and fays. the: work! is; done, 


there needs no more, but knowing how obſtinste 
deep ſottows are: and ham difficult a taſt the com- 


forting of, an afflicted mind ib, Iwill, for à close, fu, 


peradd a fem conſiderations mores, n ak kat 9 
deen urged and jargued before. 5 
Oonſideratian I Conſider, bo-] wall har” wk. 1 
vial the comforts, whoſe loſs, you, hewail,, are in 
compariſon! with Jeſus, Chriſt, who is ſtill your own _ 
under the bgad of à ſure covenants." A ſon, an 


only ed a promiſing, ſon, is a, great thing when; 
her fbends in compariſon with otbet cteatäte- com- 
forts; but? 'furely,. he Will ſeem; a ſmall} things, and 79 
nest, ta nothing when ſet by, or compared with., 7 


Jeſus; Ohriſt-. Behold: the; Fathen don, aud Spitit , 

; Patdon andleternal; ſalvation are this day preſented 3 

in che covenant of grace, before yout ſouls, Os. 5 
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bone Wide ſugh a thought” as this; Fcannst“ 
embrace my children! in my arms, they ate now of 


0 of my reaeh ; [then bleſs and admire God, an ae 


a Saviour, and that you: can ſay, Wo baden « 
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ing on, and what a” mercy" it is to our dead, 


that God bath taken them away from! the evil 10 


cee, Iſaiah will, There are two ſorts of &- 


vil to come, vis. Evils of ſin and the evils of 0 


5 0 ſufferings; and it is no ſmall favour to be ſet out- | 
of the way of both. Phe grave is the hiding- place 


where God ſecures ſome from the great aber of |, 1 


| both. | e e eee e ee eee 


. are apt to promiſe ebe time "ry trans 


quil ity, and then it cuts us to think that our * 
dear ones ſhall not partake | with us in that felivity's 7. 
But if we wiſely conſider the fins: or the Ggns of they. 

times, we have more cauſe. to noo that ni bach 

ſet Dr | OD SY, 


All things ſeem to conſpire and wotk DR 


lh 2 day : of great redemption and very great ribula*'/ 


tion. Now as Chriſt told his diſciples, who wete x 


ſo dejected, becauſe . he was to leave, them, Joh 
xvi. 28. If ye love me, ye wouſd rejoice, bes” 
Ny cauſe” I laid 1 to the We 80 hl me” 
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them 3 nto urelt and Way, dban in e ele- 
ee ee ee, 


ö I they are better Where they are than where they: 


= bouſe ich heaven out of the many. ſtorms and tem- 
pets that this life is ſubje ct to. And could your 


7 fine Saint, . 7; 
| tions "and ſorrows for ; their bid}? Surely: 1 


were, whom God hath thought fit to take and! 0 


dead friends that are. with Chriſt; have any” more 
Intercourſe with this world, and ſee your flowing; 
tears, and hear your deep ſighs for them, they 
would ſay to you, as Chtiſt did to thoſe that fol- 
lowed him wailing and mourning, Weep not for 
us but for yourſelves, and ſuch as remain in the 
world with you, to ſee and feel the calamities that: 
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Conſider II. en my. e how near: 
you' all are to that blefſed ſtate youtſelves, where: 
„God ſhall be all in all, ” and you may be ſure you 1 
fhall feet no want ol ceatuce-comforts, - 1 Hot. 
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now live, but, in a little time we will fand nodẽ 
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need of them; for God will be all in all? That 
4s, all the faints hall be abundantly. fatisfied i in and 8 
with God alone, with whom there is fulneſs of jay - i 
for ever more. As there is water enough in one ſen 
to All all” the rivers, . lakes, rivulets and ſprings in f 
the world: and light enough in one. ſun to en- 
lighten the innumerable inhabitants of the world: 
$0 thete is enough in one Goch etetnally to fill nit. 
fatisfy all the bleffed fouls that ' ſhall well in the 4 
manſions of heaven, without the leaſt addition of i 
I ow ee bert * 1 complete wann, 9 
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want) of wives and children, meats. and drinks, 
ce eſtates and ſenſitive, pleaſures *: There will bend 
N N More need. of theſe things, than, of candles at ndon · 


Tou ſhall be as the angels of God, who have 


"= ; Fa a for relations. " Ktn Non, Il. 


Your fulneſs of years, infirmities of bod And, 


1 hope, I may add your improvements in grace 
ſpeak you no far ſhort of this bleſſed ſtate: And 


tbough you may ſeem to need theſe comforts. in 


the way of life, your God gl "apply vb Jour” 
bis: # OE ö wants. 1 22 | 13 * | þ 
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Conſider IV. To conclude, whatſoever your”. 


troubles, wants, fears, or dangers are, or may be in 
&” your paſſage to this bleſſed ſtate, the covenant, of. 
grace is your ſecurity, and by virtue thereof your 
troubles ſhall open and divide, as Jordan * fo give 


5 a ſafe paſſage into your eternal reſt. 
Look as when the Lraclites came near the land. 


of. promiſe, there was a ſwelling ! in Jordan betwixt 

it and them, which ſeemed to forbid their farther | 

_ paſſage and progreſs; but it is ſaid, Joſhua. i iii. 17, 
The prieſts that bore the. ark of the covenant of 


the Lord, ſtood firm on the ground in the midſt of 
Jordan; and all. the Iſraelites paſſad over on dri 
ground, ontil all the people were paſſed clear over 


Jordan.“ juſt ſo it is here: the covenant of grace 
ſtands on firm ground in the. midſt of all the deep 
waters, of tribulation you ate to paſs. through, to fer 
_ + Gure. you a ſafe paiſuge through: them all. , Kejoice, 
' therefore, and triumph in the ſulneſs and frineſs. - 
of "_u een whatſoever aftQios Jour oo 
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